2007 PSi Poetry Cross Training Conference Workshop Descriptions

Susan B.A. Somers-Willet

Bringing Performance Poetry into the Classroom:

What role can performance poetry play in your curriculum?  In this course, we’ll discuss several ways to bring performance poetry into the classroom and into your students’ lives.  We’ll survey the performance poetry media available for classroom use, explore how to bring traditional poetry into the performance context, discuss ways to get students writing and performing their own poetry, and develop assignments that ask students to think critically about poetry in performance.

List of media

Reading vs. performance assignment

Performance assignment

Poetry Out Loud

In Someone Else’s Shoes: Writing and Performing in a Persona:

Whether it is the voice of an alter-ego, mythological character, or an inanimate object, a persona can create a powerful effect an audience.  In this workshop, we will explore how personae can unlock new attitudes in your writing and performance (and fortify your confidence in both!).  We’ll discuss poems and performances that use personae in creative ways before crafting our own personae and discussing ways to bring them to the stage.  Come prepared to try on several voices and styles.

Ray McNiece

Narrative Workshop: 
This creative performance/writing workshop explores story: What is narrative and what drives it?  What makes a narrative poem interesting?  So we’ll play some games in the spirit of the child is the parent of the adult mode.  We’ll move energy around to discover just what makes a story happen. We’ll concentrate on not concentrating and center with spontaneity in our bodies.  We’ll go on the walk of life and engage the physical memory of incidents and accidents into both solo movement pieces and a gesture jam.  From those exercises we’ll generate text.  We can also explore how every picture tells a story by creating a five act play through visual art, and also through body sculpting and moving tableaus. Come prepared for play in the deepest sense of the word.

 
Monologues and Dialogues, Meetings with Remarkable People : 
This creative writing/performance workshops, explores meetings with remarkable people through a poem modeling writing exercise.  How, then, do we put ourselves in someone else’s shoes, to know it feelingly and feel it knowingly, as Shakespeare says through King Lear? We’ll play with character and voice from three perspectives -- monologue, dialogue and third person to discover the role of the poetic “I”. Through guided imagery we will center in the body of character, be it other, or the other self, to experience how emotional energy moves through chakras.  We’ll also explore the intersection of the rhetoric and method acting to create authentic performance. 

Michael Brown   

Write It First:             

You can slam almost anything you write (with a little tweaking), but this workshop focuses on why and how we should write poetry first. We will look at the parallel processes for writing and performance and examine poetry as the highest literary art. Bring poems for repair and completion. Use Dr Brown’s (not so) secret formulae to prep them for show.

 

Make a Show of Yourself:  

From individual to ensemble, from 20 minutes to two hours. How to assemble and modulate your poetry and performances in ways that will grab and hold audiences in slams venues, bookstores, and theaters. Do it yourself; play well with others.

Scott Woods

50 Mistakes Poets Make: 

Whether our work is on the stage, on the page, or all the rage, we all make mistakes from time to time...and it's high time we started owning up to them. What 50 things do poets do that make their work hard on the eyes and just plain un-publishable? How can you fix common problems like whose opinion to ask on your poetry or refusing to embrace editing? This is the place to find out!

Poetry Boot Camp: 

A series of timed and shared writing prompt exercises to generate poems and poem ideas. Lots of different tactics, very quick and dirty.

Alix Olson

Upping the Ante(nym): 

Pushing the process of wordplay prowess (please bring thesaurus). Alliteration, rhythm, vocabulary, rhyme and so on, hone the edge of your weapon of choice – words.

Performance Matters: 

Improvisation, characterization, vocal and movement mélange.

Michael Salinger

Metaphors be with you: Michael Salinger leads participants through exercises based on parlor games developed by the surrealists. A fun way to teach a real comprehension of sometimes difficult literary devices. Developed to free words and images from the constraints of rational and discursive order, substituting chance for premeditation. A stream of consciousness approach to creativity and problem solving. A definite cure for writer's block and an escape from well worn a synaptic path that prods the participants to look for solutions in previously dormant areas of their brains. These hands on experiments unleash artistry and promote a multifaceted approach to composition, entertaining and educating simultaneously.

